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Abstract

Globally, inland waters are considered one component of the global greenhouse gas sources
to the atmosphere. The aforementioned has been observed due to the large methane and
carbon dioxide emissions to the atmosphere by inland waters, contributing with ca. 92 TgC
yr-1 and 1 800 TgC yr-1, respectively. This is remarkable, since they cover a small proportion
of the Earth’s non-glaciated surface (ca. 4%). It is worsened by the fact that these
ecosystems have been subject to anthropogenic changes. Therefore, any natural or
anthropogenic disturbances of inland waters represent an important global consequence. In
this regard, how inland waters are affected by human activities remain as major gap in our
knowledge of the global greenhouse gas budget. All of the above exposes the need to
improve our understanding of the role of human activity disturbance upon the “natural” or
disturbed (urban) inland waters, calling attention to what these gas emissions might change
in the future.
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